
Sabine Mayr, Hannes Obermair   January 2014

Jewish Victims of the Holocaust 
from Bolzano/Bozen

Study for the commemoration of Jewish victims of the 
Holocaust from Bolzano/Bozen

Preface

After Merano/Meran, which was the traditional centre of Jewish life in South Tyrol, the town of Bolzano 

stands second as  place of  residence for Jewish families.  Compared to  Merano/Meran only  few Jewish 

merchants settled in the provincial capital. On 22 August 1938, the Italian Ministry of Interior carried out a 

census of the Jewish population organized by the “Central Demographic Office”, which was changed into 

the “Directorate-General for Demography and Race” (“Direzione generale per la demografia e la razza”) on 

5 September 1938.1 Jewishness had thus been turned into a “race” throughout the entire country and the 

“racial“ category of “being Jewish” went far beyond the religious Jewish life developed in South Tyrol only 

within a few decades. Therefore, the „racial“ criterion now applied just in order to pave the way to the 

deprivation and “racial” persecution is  used with quotation marks (“Jew”, “Jewish”) in  the following in 

order to highlight its difference from the Jewish life in South Tyrol.

The results obtained in the census of the Jewish population were published on 12 October 1938 in Italian 

daily newspapers like „La Provincia di Bolzano“. 938 „Jews“ were recorded for the province of Bolzano, 

among them 69 inhabitants of the town of Bolzano. Among them three persons were recorded as Italian 

citizens, 42 were German citizens, which also included Austrian citizens after the „Anschluss“ of Austria 

with Nazi Germany on 12 March 1938 (by decree of 3 July 1938), twelve were Czechoslovac citizens, four 

Polish, two Portuguese, two Latvian und two were stateless citizens, one was Egyptian, one British, one 

Hungarian  and one was  a  US American citizen.2 In  November  1938 the fascist  Italian  regime decreed 

“measures  to  protect  the  Italian  race”  („Provvedimenti  per  la  difesa  della  razza  italiana“).3 These 

discriminatory measures forced Jewish inhabitants among other things to submit a so-called „declaration of 

racial belonging“ (“dichiarazione di appartenenza alla razza ebraica”) until March 1939 at the registration 

office of the respective municipality and forced foreign Jews to leave the province of Bolzano. Within the 

rising crescendo of deprivation the Italian citizenship was withdrawn from Jewish inhabitants, who had 

1 The preparation and the results of the census of the Jewish population of 22 August 1938 were examined in detail by 

Cinzia  Villani.  Cinzia  Villani:  Zwischen Rassengesetzen  und Deportation:  Juden in  Südtirol,  im Trentino und in  der 

Provinz Belluno 1933–1945, 2003.
2 Ibid., p. 55 and p. 70.
3 Decree no. 1728, 17.11.1938, published in „Gazzetta Ufficiale del Regno d’Italia“ on 19.11.1938. Villani 2003, p. 29.



become Italian citizens after 1919. They thus lost even this last protection of law. But above all, Jewish 

families were now recorded in special lists and “razza ebraica” was stamped on their personal documents. 

As a consequence of the deprivation of rights carried out and controlled by a 

merciless  public  administration  “Jews”  were  socially  and  economically 

stigmatized and marginalized. By mid-August 1939 the majority of the Jewish 

population of South Tyrol had left the province of Bolzano, since they were not 

Italian  citizens.  For  many  refugees,  especially  for  merchants,  the  sudden 

expulsion from the province of Bolzano brought the total financial ruin. The few 

Italian Jews allowed to stay in the province of Bolzano led an inconspicuous and 

secluded life.  In the meantime, an increasing number of Italian-speaking Jews 

from other Italian provinces were attracted in the 1920s and 1930s by the better 

professional opportunities offered in Bolzano. As representatives of the Italian 

Jewish bourgeois middle-class, they were the last sign of the creative power of a 

liberal-minded social segment, which in South Tyrol had started to develop in the 

second half of the 19th century thanks to the settlement of Jewish merchants, 

physicians  and  lawyers  from  the  eastern  countries  of  the  former  Austro-

Hungarian  monarchy.  Their  contribution  to  the  development  of  trade  and 

medical  care  in  South  Tyrol  was  of  decisive  importance.  This  world 

disappeared in South Tyrol with the invasion of the Wehrmacht on 8 September 1943. 

The National Socialist rulers carried out their plans of extermination and genocide in their determined and 

brutal  way  taking  advantage  of  the  administrative  preparation  through  Italian  fascists.  South  Tyrol  – 

Bolzano/Bozen  and  Merano/Meran  –  became  part  of  the  criminal  intentions  of  exterminating  and 

murdering  so  many  innocent  people  throughout  Europe,  often  with  the  collaboration  of  the  local 

population.

Among the Nazi victims from Bolzano/Bozen were Italian citizens who believed to be protected by their 

social recognition, but there were also inhabitants of Bolzano/Bozen with foreign nationality, who were 

forced to leave the province of Bolzano in 1939, despite the fact that they had lived in Bolzano for many 

years and had contributed to the development of the town. Some of them were brought back to their 

former adopted place of residence as concentration camp prisoners, only to be deported to the German 

concentration camps.

The objective of the commemoration project of the municipality of Bolzano/Bozen

A permanent  memorial  project  the  municipality  of  Bolzano/Bozen should  commemorate the  agony  of 

former inhabitants of Bolzano/Bozen persecuted and murdered by the racial hatred of National Socialists. 

Gunter  Demnig,  the  artist  who  created  the  monuments  called  “Stolpersteine”,  which  are  small, 

cobblestone-sized  memorials  for  individual  victims  of  Nazism,  will  assist  the  process  of  installing  the 

“stumbling  blocks”  in  the  pavement  or  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  last  residence  of  the  victims.  Similar 

commemoration projects have been carried out in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Croatia and Luxembourg, 

in Merano/Meran and recently also in Rome.



The commemoration project of the “Stolpersteine” is  planned by the municipality of Bolzano/Bozen in 

order to show that it assumes its share of historical responsibility. It was the murderous administration, the 

silence and the collaboration of so many people, which enabled deprivation, persecution and genocide. 

This also holds for the town of Bolzano/Bozen, which has started to examine an important part  of its 

shameful history of injustice with commemoration projects concerning its Nazi camp.

More than 70 years  after  the inhuman past  it  is  important  to  develop commemorative  projects  on a 

scientific  basis.  Therefore,  Dott.ssa Sabine Mayr and Dott.  Hannes Obermair,  director of the Historical 

Archives  of  Bolzano/Bozen,  have  examined archival  data  concerning  the  administration  of  the  “racial” 

persecution in Bolzano/Bozen as recorded within the Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. The study was 

carried  out  with  the  help  of  the  Jewish  community  of  Merano/Meran,  the  Jewish  Museum  of 

Merano/Meran and with ANPI, Italy’s National Resistance Organization.

In  the  course  of  this  preliminary  examination  of  the  fate  of  the  victims  of  the  Holocaust  from 

Bolzano/Bozen  so  far  17  families  with  25  family  members  have  been  identified.  They  were  in 

Bolzano/Bozen when their life started to be determined by persecution, deportation and imminent murder. 

The commemoration project includes a gestures of compassion extended towards surviving relatives of the 

victims of the Holocaust by the highest representatives of the municipality of Bolzano/Bozen, by mayor 

Dott. Luigi  Spagnolli  and  the  municipal  council,  thus  publicly  expressing  to  be  aware  of  its  historical 

responsibility.

Historical background

Many victims of the Holocaust from South Tyrol were members of the Jewish community in Merano/Meran 

and practiced their Jewish religion. Due to new railway connections Jewish merchants left their eastern 

European home countries, where the Christian population had reacted with pogroms to the conferment of 

equal rights to the Jewish population within the Austro-Hungarian monarchy in 1867 (with the so-called 

“Staatsgrundgesetz” of 1867). Many Jewish merchants came to South Tyrol in the second half of the 19th 

century. Places like Meran/Merano, Gries or Gossensass/Colle Isarco had started to develop into popular 

health resorts  with the international  support  provided by  Jewish physicians  and this  laid the basis  for 

economic opportunities which attracted Jewish merchants. Since 1872 the Königswarter Foundation made 

it possible that Jewish life could be practiced in a community. In the 1920s and 1930s representatives of the 

Italian Jewish middle-class  joined the Jewish  community  of  Merano/Meran,  which  finally  was officially 

acknowledged as independent Jewish community in 1922. The following list of Jewish merchants who were 

expelled from Bolzano in 1938/1939 shows how many Jewish merchants and physicians lived in this town, 

which was not the major place of residence for Jewish families in South Tyrol. As stated above, the center 

of Jewish life was Merano/Meran.

Other Jewish migrants  came to South Tyrol  in  the 1930s. Beginning in 1933 many refugees from Nazi 

Germany  and,  from  1938  onwards,  from  Austria  sought  shelter  in  South  Tyrol. Italy  had  become  an 

important  transit  country  for  Nazi  refugees,  who,  barely  escaped with  their  lives  and  deprived  of  all 

possessions,  tried to go to Palestine, Shanghai,  North or South America.4 To mention just one example 

4 Klaus Voigt: Zuflucht auf Widerruf. Exil in Italien 1933-1945, volume 1, Klett-Cotta, Stuttgart 1989, p. 273.



Announcement of the fascist „racial laws“ in 

„Corriere della Sera” of 11 November 1938

standing  for  many  other  Nazi  refugees  in  Bolzano  and  Merano,  who  were  supported  by  the  Jewish 

community of Merano in all matters until the very last means were exhausted, Emil Humburger and his 

wife Dorothea had to leave Vienna in the summer of 1938. They had been Sigmund Freud’s neighbours in 

Berggasse 19 and their daughter Grete was married to the author Leo Perutz. Before they found a passage 

to Palestine they stopped at Hotel Mondschein in Bolzano.5 Finally they managed to reach Tel Aviv, where 

they were reunited with Grete and Leo Perutz. In his old age Emil  Humburger returned to Vienna and 

managed to resume his trade with tropical fruit.

In August 1938, being a Jew in Italy was synonymous with being 

part of a deprived „race“ and a special commission concerned with 

“race”  established  at  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior  decided  on 

whether  the category could be applied or  not  in  each individual 

case. “Measures to protect the Italian race” („provvedimenti per la 

difesa della razza italiana“) were published in November 1938 and 

they forced Jewish inhabitants to submit a so-called „declaration of 

racial  belonging“  (“dichiarazione  di  appartenenza  alla  razza 

ebraica”)  until  March  1939  at  the  registration  office  of  the 

respective  municipality.  Special  lists  could  thus  be  created  by  the  “prefettura”,  the  provincial 

representative of the Italian government. After the outbreak of war, “Jews” were no longer allowed to go 

to school, to carry out certain professions or to marry “non-Jews”. Jewish schoolchildren were exposed to 

daily harassment, this is how Roberto Furcht recalls his early years at the primary school in the renamed 

“Regina  Elena  school”,  today’s  “Dante  Alighieri  School”  in  Sparkassenstraße.  Born  on  9.8.1929  in 

Merano/Meran, Roberto Furcht remembers very well how in 1938, after the announcement of the “racial 

measures”, especially German-speaking people from South Tyrol suddenly became violent against “Jews”. 

His father Karl Furcht, who was the director of the Bolzano branch of the insurance company “La Fenice” 

and “Assicurazioni d’Italia”, was dragged out from his office, insulted and attacked publicly on Waltherplatz 

by a German-speaking merchant of Bolzano/Bozen.6

When  the  North  of  Italy  was  occupied  by  Nazi  troops  on  8  September  1943  and  the  so-called 

“Operationszone Alpenvorland” proceeded with the murderous intentions until the beginning of May 1945, 

the Gestapo, the SS, the „Sicherheitsdienst“ and the „Südtiroler Ordnungsdienst“ (SOD) – German-speaking 

South Tyroleans actively participated on all levels of the murderous system – could use the lists compiled 

by the Italian fascist administration. The Italian fascist municipalities had thus also assisted and supported 

Nazi persecutors. With few exceptions Nazi victims were brought to the terrible German concentration and 

extermination camps – without stopping at the Nazi camp in Bolzano/Bozen set up in 1944.7

For a long period Jewish life in Bolzano/Bozen and in South Tyrol implied the exposure to hostility and 

discrimination. Jews were restricted by many forms of prohibition and stigmatization. The most appalling 

5 List of the „Jewish“ inhabitants of Bolzano/Bozen 1938/1939, „Elenco degli ebrei stranieri residenti nella provincia di 

Bolzano“,  Archivio  Centrale  Dello  Stato  (ACS),  Rome, PS  A16 „Ebrei  stranieri“,  b.  9,  fasc.  15. http://www.freud-

museum.at/d/inhalt/museumausstellungenNachbarn.html
6 Interview with Roberto Furcht, 22.8.2013. See also Hans Karl Peterlini: 100 Jahre Südtirol. Geschichte eines jungen 

Landes, Innsbruck, 2012, p. 98, and Cinzia Villani 2003, p. 148 ff.
7 Horst Schreiber, Nationalsozialismus und Faschismus in Tirol und Südtirol. Opfer – Täter – Gegner,  Studienverlag, 

Innsbruck, Wien, Bozen 2008, p. 387.



Telegram of prefect Froggio of 1942, 

ordering to record the „Israelite“ 

population of Bolzano

climax was reached in the first half of the 20th century, when traditional 

anti-Semitism mounted to brutal discrimination and killing. Both fascist 

regimes, the Italian and the German dictatorship, closely collaborated 

and the “racial hatred” of the National Socialists merged into the state 

administration of the Italian ally by 1938, when the “racial measures to 

protect the Italian race” were published. Lists with the personal data of 

“Jewish”  inhabitants  were  also  meticulously  compiled  in  Bolzano.  Among  the  victims  of  this  carefully 

administered “racial” persecution are four-year-old Olimpia Carpi (1940-1944), Renzo and Lucia Carpi’s last 

child, which was deported at the age of three, or the lawyer Wilhelm Alexander Loew (1873-1944) – both 

did not survive the terrifying time of inescapable injustice, of the perversion of human dignity, with so 

many (people and institutions) remaining silent.

A. Deprivation of merchants, doctors and lawyers 

in Bolzano/Bozen from 1938 onwards

All  social  spheres  were  affected  by  the  measures  of  the  so-called  “racial  protection”  („accertamento 

razziale“). The office of the Commander of the “Carabinieri”, which are part of the national military forces, 

for example enquired at the registration office of the municipality of Bolzano on 9 April 1941, if it could 

communicate  the  “race”  of  a  member  of  the  “Carabinieri”  born  in  Bolzano.  On  14  June  1940  the 

municipality  of Trento asked to confirm the „Aryan race“ of an inhabitant,  which following the “racial 

measures” would be the precondition of officially receiving the furniture of her husband expelled from the 

province  of  Bolzano.8 Contributions  like  birth  awards  („premi  di  natalità“),  marriage  loans,  public 

commissions or building consents depended on the “declaration to belong to the Italian or Aryan race”. 

Archive data from the Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen convey a lasting impression of the vast amount 

of data which now had to be processed in Italian municipalities. Families and individuals were meticulously 

recorded and controlled in the correspondence between the ministries in Rome and municipalities. New 

registrations resulted in a bunch of new investigations since the “racial protection” – soon also important 

for recording so-called “mixed marriages” – involved information from the vicarages and municipalities 

where parents and grandparents were born.

Soon after Enrica Gruber, the daughter of Eugenia Kerschmann and Giovanni/Johann Gruber, reached the 

age of 19 years, she received a message from the registration office of Bolzano/Bozen informing her that 

she was recorded as “Jewish”, despite the fact that she had been baptized on 27.3.1939 in Innsbruck.9 Her 

mother  Eugenie  Kerschmann-Gruber was recorded as  a  „member  of  a  mixed marriage“ in  June 1942. 

8 Letter of the Ufficio Tecnico Erariale of Trento to the municipality of Bolzano, 14.6.1940, Letter of the municipality of 

Bolzano to the municipality of Trento, 12.9.1940, Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. Decree of the Ministry of the 

Interior no. 1320/24 of 9.3.1941, Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen.
9 Letter of the municipality of Bolzano to  Enrica Gruber,  5.12.1942,  file  28,  correspondence of the municipality of 

Bolzano on the administration of the „racial measures“ („Provvedimenti per la difesa della razza italiana“), Historical 

Archives of Bolzano/Bozen.



Eugenie Gruber was born to Betty Fried and Heinrich Kerschmann in 1891 and was baptized on 12.4.1939, 

both in Vienna.

Born to Gerson Klein on 2.9.1900 in Rijeka in Croatia, Giulio Klein was a merchant and a member of the 

Jewish community in Merano. He lived in Bolzano since 1924 as a tenant of the Peczenik-Richter family. 

Since  2.5.1932  he  traded  with  fabrics  in  Via  San  Giovanni  9,  today’s  Via  Cavour.  Giulio  Klein  was  a 

Hungarian citizen and he therefore had to leave the province of Bolzano. Before he fled to Milan in March 

1939, he applied for changing his daughter’s name from Sonja Capelli into Sonja Klein. Her mother Maria 

Kapel/Capelli  had  fled  to  Trento  in  November  1938,  from  there  to  Riva  del  Garda  and  to  Rome.  On 

11.10.1939 Giulio Klein’s trade was cancelled from the register of companies. On 5.10.1942, the Ministry of 

the Interior  confirmed that  Sonja  Klein was „Jewish“.  The registration office  of  Bolzano requested the 

municipality of Bolzano to take measures for expelling the ten-year-old child from the province of Bolzano. 

On 20 January 1944 Giulio and Sonja Klein could escape to Switzerland.10

Egon Hermann Müller/Molinari was born on 25.6.1911 in Trieste. In October 1939 he was sentenced for 

not having submitted a “declaration of racial belonging” and as a consequence he lost his Italian citizenship. 

In addition, on 13.7.1939 his Italianized name was converted into his original German form “Müller”. But on 

20  August  1942,  the  prefect  of  the  province  of  Trieste  annulled  the  German  version  and  confirmed 

“Molinari” as the only valid name.11

Leonhard Adler worked in Tripoli since 27 February 1939. On 6.3.1940 the municipality of Bolzano informed 

Adele Adler that her family had lost the Italian citizenship due to the fact that they “belonged to the Jewish 

race”. On 26.4.1940, the municipality of Tripoli informed the family of the exception of the son Manfred 

Adler,  who  by  the  “race  commission”  was  decided to  be  “non-Jewish”,  while  son Franz  Echeard  was 

confirmed to be “Jewish”. On 4.12.1940 it was explained that Manfred Adler, despite the fact of being 

“non-Jewish”, still had lost his Italian citizenship, since he was underage, when his father, confirmed to be 

“Jewish”, lost his Italian citizenship.12

Rudolf  Gelber  was  born  on  14.8.1869  in  Chernivtsi  (German  name:  Czernowitz)  in  the  Bukovina.  On 

13.1.1901 he obtained the doctorate in medicine at the University of Vienna. Since 1917 Rudolf Gelber 

lived in Gries, a western part of Bolzano, which had become a famous health resort during the last decades 

of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. His surgery had the address Gries 345, later Via Monte Grappa 2B, 

today’s Michael-Pacher-Straße. On 27 August 1940 the municipality of Bolzano brought to the attention of 

the provincial  prefect that Rudolf Gelber was still  in possession of the Italian citizenship.  In June 1942 

10 Letter of Giulio Klein to the registry office of the municipality in Bolzano, 30.7.1942, file 31, correspondence of the 

municipality  of  Bolzano  on the administration  of  the „racial  measures“ („Provvedimenti  per  la  difesa  della  razza 

italiana“),Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. Archives of the register of companies, The Chamber of Commerce of 

Bolzano/Bozen. List  of  “Jewish”  inhabitants  of  Bolzano  1938/1939,  „Elenco  degli  ebrei  stranieri  residenti  nella 

provincia  di Bolzano“, Archivio Centrale Dello Stato (ACS),  Rome, PS A16 „Ebrei stranieri“, b. 9, fasc.  15.Holocaust 

Survivors  and Victims  Database,  United  States  Holocaust  Memorial  Museum:  http://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/ 

person_view.php?PersonId=5536517
11 Letter by the registry office of the municipality of  Bolzano to the prefect of the province of  Bolzano, 23.5.1939, 

Decree of the prefect of the province of Trieste, 20.8.1942, file 39, correspondence of the municipality of Bolzano on 

the administration  of  „racial  measures“  („Provvedimenti  per  la  difesa  della  razza  italiana“),  Historical  Archives  of 

Bolzano/Bozen.
12 File 10, correspondence of the municipality of Bolzano on the administration of „racial measures“ („Provvedimenti 

per la difesa della razza italiana“), Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen.



Helene Lichtenstein’s passport corrected by the 

municipality of Bolzano and stamped with „Razza Ebraica“

Rudolf  Gelber  was  recorded  as  “belonging  to  a  mixed 

familiy“.  He  survived.  We  do  not  know,  however,  what 

happened to his neighbour Helene Lichtenstein, born on 

24.11.1860 in Vienna. 

In 1942 the municipality of Bolzano corrected the passport 

of the 82 year old, stamped that she was stateless and that 

she “belonged to the Jewish race”. When an official tried 

to deliver Helene Lichtenstein’s amended passport and on 

the occasion to admonish the provision of her “declaration 

of  racial  belonging”,  he  seemed  to  have  failed.  Helene 

Lichtenstein later reports to Rudolf Gelber that an official 

of  the  municipality  of  Bolzano  had  come  to  her  home 

several times in the summer of 1942. He was apparently 

tasked to leave an important message, but instead of doing so he left without saying a word. On 14.8.1942 

Helene Lichtenstein submitted her „declaration of racial belonging“.13

Merchants, doctors and lawyers recorded as „Jewish“ by the fascist administration and expelled 

from the province of Bolzano

- Rachel Aschkenas, born on 17.4.1908 in Skala, Poland, kept a shop for photographic enlargements from 

10.5.1937 to 25.1.1940 in Via Museo / Museumsstraße 35, commissioned by the Viennese company 

Kauer.14

- Samuel Altmann’s shop for tailor-made clothing and fashion existed since 1907. Samuel Altmann was 

born to Kathi Altmann on 24.4.1874 in Vienna. He settled in Bozen/Bolzano on 10.4.1907 and he was 

married  with  Andrea  Holzleitner.  His  tailor  workshop,  registered  in  the  register  of  companies  of 

companies between 11.3.1925 and 1939, was located first in Gummergasse 2, later in Lauben 72 (1931-

1939) and last  in  Via  dei  Francescani  5  (from 1939 onwards).  Samuel  Altmann had left  the Jewish 

community on 15.8.1903 in order to convert to Protestantism on 18.10.1903. Still, he was compelled to 

leave Bolzano in 1939.

13 Letter by the prefect to the Municipality in Bolzano, 5.6.1942, correspondence of the municipality of Bolzano on the 

administration  of  the „racial  measures“  („Provvedimenti  per  la  difesa  della  razza  italiana“),  Historical  Archives  of 

Bolzano/Bozen.
14 These and the following information are taken from the Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen, but also from the 

Archives of the register of companies, Chamber of Commerce of Bolzano/Bozen.



Samuel Awad‘s trade licence issued 

by the municipality of Bolzano

- Samuel  Awad  was  born  on  18.11.1887  in  Aden 

Protectorate,  which  today  is  part  of  the  Republic  of 

Yemen. He lived in Bolzano since 1926. On 10.5.1927 the 

municipality  of  Bolzano  allowed  him  to  sell  fabrics, 

feathers,  scarfs  and  similar  products  as  a  travelling 

salesman. On 7.3.1935 his licence was renewed for the 

provinces of Bolzano, Trento, Belluno, Udine, Verona and 

Brescia.  A  little  later  Awad  opened  a  store  in  Via 

Goethe 22.  By  1939  he  could  no  longer  practise  his 

profession. Instructed by the registration office of Bolzano 

the municipal  police of Bolzano found out  that  Samuel 

Awad  had  left  Bolzano  in  June  1939,  allegedly  he  had 

moved  to  Gardone.  On  5 September  1939  his  trade 

licence was withdrawn in his absence. On 20.9.1940 his trade 

was cancelled from the register of companies. 

- Giuseppe Bondy, born on 3.8.1872 in Pieve di Ledro, was responsible for insurances of the insurance 

companies „Zurigo“ und „La Svizzera“since 10.4.1925 in his office on Waltherplatz 9, which had been 

renamed Piazza Vittorio Emanuele under the fascist regime.

- Oskar Bondy was born to Pavlina Bock and Josef Bondy on 9.6.1879 in Miretice (German name: Miretitz) 

in Bohemia. He married Hedwig Pick and since 1906 the couple lived in Bozen, where Oskar Bondy was 

in the leather and fur trade. The family was a member of the Jewish community in Merano, despite the 

fact that Oskar’s  daughter  Eliska Bondy (born on 2.5.1908) was baptized in 1932. Oskar Bondy left 

Bolzano on 10.2.1940 in order to seek refuge in South America. He was joined by his brother Otto 

Bondy, who was born on 9.3.1875 in Miretice and was the owner of a garden market in Quirino/Quirein 

in Bozen, and by other relatives of the Bondy family. Otto Bondy died in Chile in 1942, Oskar Bondy died 

in 1947 in Padova. Their nephew Karl Bondy, son of Hugo Bondy and Emilie Bass, born on 12.3.1898 in 

Miretice, was the owner of a Villa in Bolzano, which he was forced to sell and for whose restitution he 

made several petitions after the war without succeeding.15

- Isidor Dorian Deutsch, born in Vienna in 1892, opened a small publishing house for poetry on 11.4.1935 

in Via Principe di Piemonte 8, today’s Mustergasse/Via della Mostra. In July 1944 this publishing house 

did not exist any more and Isidor Dorian Deutsch had long left.

- Enrico Eminente, son of Moisé Eminente born in 1870 in Livorno and living in Ponte Gardena, kept a 

store for wine, liqueurs and olive oil from March until August 1932 in Via Leonardo Da Vinci 20. Two 

years later the same location was used by Renzo Carpi for selling cereal, grocery and “colonial goods”. 

- Karl Fauland from Waasen near Leoben in Styria (Austria) sold linen fabrics in Passeggio Rio Molino 2, 

today’s  Mühlbachpromenade,  from  14.7.1937  until  20.9.1940,  commissioned  by  the  company 

Rosenholz in Trieste. The municipality of Bolzano took record that Karl Fauland moved to Prague, which 

could as well have been a misleading pretention for the authorities. 

15 Commissione per la ricostruzione delle vicende che hanno caratterizzato in Italia le attività di acquisizione dei beni 

dei cittadini ebrei da parte di organismi pubblici e privati  della Presidenza del Consiglio dei Ministri  (Commissione 

Anselmi), Roma: Le Spoliazioni nella Zona d'Operazione Prealpi: Bolzano, Trento e Belluno, April 2001, p. 173.



- Wulf Foss was the son of Isaak Foss and Minna Benjaminson and was born in 1892 in Aizpute (German 

name: Hasenpot) in Latvia. He lived in Via Cavallari 2, today’s Erbsengasse, in Bolzano and was a fur 

trader. His shop was from 31.8.1936 to 1.2.1939 in Via Principe di Piemonte 18, today’s Mustergasse, 

and was named „Giuseppina Foss“ – after his wife Josephine Foss, daughter of the Moravian fur trader 

David  Apfel  and  his  Vienna-born  wife  Rosa  Wechsler.  Josephine’s  parents  kept  a  fur  shop  in  Villa 

Plankenstein in  Merano, but had to flee in  1939. Rosa Wechsler was killed on 5 December 1942 in 

Montefiascone. David Apfel was deported on 5.4.1944 from Fossoli to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where he 

was killed on 10.4.1944 upon his arrival. Wulf Foss managed to flee to Tashkent before June 1942.

- Josef Frey, born on 13.10.1861 in Linz, was married to Johanna Grindlinger and lived in Bolzano since 

1918, when Josef Frey opened a shop for groceries, cereals, meat products and soap on Piazza del Grano 

/ Kornplatz 7. Before that the couple lived in Trento for a longer period, where their two children were 

born, Egon on 18.10.1894 and Maria Annunziata on 9.3.1905. When Josef Frey became Italian citizen on 

14.10.1922, Maria  Annunziata  was still  underage  and thus also  became Italian citizen,  just  like  her 

mother.  Egon  Frey  on  the  other  hand  remained  Czechoslovak  citizen.  Soon  after  Josef  Frey was 

admonished to submit his „declaration of racial belonging“ he died on 12.12.1939. Maria Annunziata 

Frey was confirmed to be „non-Jewish“ on 26.3.1940. On 1.1.1939 she took over the trade of her sick 

father on Kornplatz 7. In addition, on 21.9.1940 she opened a fashion shop in Via Goethe 5. Egon Frey 

started to deal  with timber on 28.1.1938 in  Via  Regina Elena 3.  His company had to be closed on 

1.9.1938 because of the „racial measures”, as he explained to authorities after the war.16

- Otto Heller was born to Leopold and Caroline Heller on 21.3.1877 in Prague. On 13.7.1901 he obtained 

his  doctorate  in  medicine at  the University  of  Vienna.  In  the  following years  during  the season he 

treated patients in the health resort Arco in Trentino, where his presence is recorded since 1905. Before 

the First World War he lived on mount Mendel/Mendola, which could easily be reached with a funicular 

railway financed by the Jewish family Schwarz. Since 1918 Otto Heller lived in Bozen and had his surgery 

first in Pfarrgasse 2 and from 1935 onwards on Piazza della Mostra 1, today’s Musterplatz.  He was 

married to Elisabeth Burger-Heller from Straßburg and had a daughter, Alice. Otto Heller was an Italian 

citizen. On 13.9.1943 the SS took him to the prison of Bolzano, where he was kept until 28.9.1943. The 

historian Cinzia Villani assumed that from there Otto Heller was deported to the concentration camp of 

Reichenau near Innsbruck, on 7 March 1944 to Auschwitz-Birkenau and from there to the concentration 

camp Buchenwald. There he was forced to hard work and had very little to eat like one potato for lunch 

and two potatoes for supper. Despite the terrible conditions fellow prisoner Ferdinand Fechter from 

Altrei/Anterivo  in  Fleimstal/Val  di  Fiemme testified  that  Otto  Heller  managed  to  survive  until  the 

concentration camp was liberated on 11.4.1945. It  is  unknown what happened after that,  while his 

daughter kept searching for him.17

- Arnold Huldschiner was born to the merchant Adolph Huldschiner  and his wife  Fanny Lehmann on 

26.7.1870  in  Gliwice  (German  name:  Gleiwitz)  in  Silesia  in  Poland  and  lived  in  Gries  and 

16 Letter of the municipality of Bolzano to the prefect of Bolzano, 23.10.1939, file 23, letter of the prefect of Bolzano to 

the municipality of Bolzano, 26.3.1940, file 24, correspondence of the municipality of Bolzano on the administration of 

„racial measures“ („Provvedimenti per la difesa della razza italiana“), Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. Historical 

Archives of Linz, Upper Austria. Register of the companies licenced by the municipality of Bolzano in 1927, Historical 

Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. List of the „Jewish“ inhabitants of Bolzano/Bozen 1938/1939, „Elenco degli ebrei stranieri 

residenti nella provincia di Bolzano“, Archivio Centrale Dello Stato (ACS), Rome, PS A16 „Ebrei stranieri“, b. 9, fasc. 15.
17 Federico Steinhaus: Ebrei/Juden – Gli ebrei dell’Alto Adige negli anni trenta e quaranta, 1994.



Kastelruth/Castelrotto. From 28.5.1934 to 31.12.1939 he sold cosmetic oil products produced by the 

company UVAU in Berlin in Vicolo Fucine 3, today’s Schmiedgasse.

- Since  1923  Oscar  Kienwald  kept  the  tailor‘s  shop 

Kienwald  in  Bolzano,  which  was  of  excellent 

reputation. Oscar Kienwald was born to Leo Kienwald 

and  Frjma  Sonneck  on  15.10.1888  in  Przemysl  in 

Galizia  and lived in Bolzano since 1920. His tailor’s 

shop was first  located in Via  Principe di  Piemonte, 

today’s Mustergasse, and from 1931 onwards in Via 

Pietro Micca 1, today’s Raingasse near Waltherplatz. 

On 10.11.1927 the municipality of Bolzano provided 

the licence for selling his tailor-made products in a 

fashion  shop  in  Postgasse  6.  When  the  Egyptian 

Queen Nazli  Sabri,  wife  of  Fuad  I,  stayed  at  Hotel 

Bristol  in  September  1934,  she  commissioned  Oscar  Kienwald  to  make  thirteen  dresses.18 Oscar 

Kienwald  was a  member  of  the  Jewish  community  in  Merano/Meran.  On 10.12.1936 he  settled  in 

Merano, where his brother Mayer Kienwald, born on 14.12.1886 in Przemysl, had a shop for lamps and 

chemical products since 15 January 1929 in today’s Via Matteotti. Oscar Kienwald was recorded in the 

census of 22.8.1938 as permanently living in Merano. On 16.2.1939 his personal files were stamped with 

„di razza ebraica“. According to the registration office of Merano he wanted to move to Verona on 

30.7.1939 with his family. In September 1939 his tailor’s shop went bankrupt. According to Anna Pizzuti 

Oscar Kienwald, his wife Rachel Nadel and his sons Leonhard and Erwin were from 1940 in Verona and 

interned in Campagna in the province of Salerno in June 1940. Later Oscar Kienwald was in the camp of 

Ferramonti.  From there the family was brought to Lucca on 4.10.1941. By 18.10.1943 the Kienwald 

family had already been imprisoned at the camp of Castelnuovo Garfagnana for several months, but 

were not deported. Upon their liberation in 1944 the family was in Alpi Apuane in the province of Lucca.

- Anny Kohn was born to Emil Kohn and Rudolphine Reich on 15.6.1913 in Meran. Emil Kohn was the 

owner of a shop for men’s clothing manufactures in the old city of Meran since 1916 and a member of 

the Jewish community. In Bolzano Anny Kohn kept the shop „Il regalo“ on Piazza Domenicani 9. In the 

census  of  22.8.1938  Anny  Kohn  was  registered  as  permanently  living  in  Merano.  On  1.3.1939  her 

personal files were stamped with: „di razza ebraica“. The family fled in August 1939, but Anny Kohn 

returned to Merano, moving to Milan at some time before 3.5.1940 according to the registration office. 

Her stay in Milan was confirmed by the municipality.

- Like Arnold Huldschiner Elisabeth Kornblum came from Gliwice (German name: Gleiwitz) in Silesia in 

Poland and kept a shop for ladies’ fashion in Via Mendola 8. In 1936 she had to stay in Munich because 

of health problems. Her trade was cancelled from the register of companies on 31.12.1936.

- On 31.12.1939 Rudolf  Kronau closed his shop for art  products and antiques in  the old “Sparkasse” 

building in Via Regina Elena 56, today’s Sparkassenstraße. Rudolf Kronau was born to Simon Kohn and 

Theresia  Hauser  on  9.6.1893  in  Vienna.  The  journalist  and  author  Ursula  Goldmann-Posch  is  the 

daughter to Lily Kronau and the politician Pepi Posch and the sister of the actor Christa Posch. Ursula 

18 Ettore Frangipane, Bolzano scomparsa 1934, www.bolzanoscomparsa.it.



Goldmann-Posch portrays the artistic talent of her grandfather Rudolf Kronau as follows. As a 15-year-

old  boy,  Rudolf  Kronau  started  his  apprenticeship  at  the  famous  Viennese  decoration  painter 

Falkenstein, where he learned how to work with the paintbrush and with colours and to appreciate the 

artful masterpieces of the old masters. Apart from his interest in painting, Rudolf Kronau was fascinated 

by  stage acting.  That  is  why he took acting classes in  his  free time and became a member of the 

Vereinigtes Sigmaringer Hoftheater when he was 18 years old. He thus followed the footsteps of his 

ancestors,  who  had  been  actors,  explains  Ursula  Goldmann-Posch.  On  28.11.1915  Rudolf  Kronau 

converted to catholicism in the parish of Igls-Vill near Innsbruck. On 20.8.1917 he married Friederike von 

Hoffingott, the daughter of the founder of the haulage company Hoffingott in Bozen. At the time he was 

still under medical treatment in the military hospital in Dorf Tirol because of his wounds caused by the 

First World War. On 16.5.1918 Rudolf Kohn adopted the family name „Kronau“. He was planning to deal 

with the works of art of the old masters and to open a shop for art products and antiques. On 1 August 

1919 he received the licence for art trading. Rudolf Kronaus’s shop was opened at the corner of today’s 

Museumsstraße and Sparkassenstraße. 

In 1921 Rudolf Kronau applied for the Italian citizenship, which he did not receive until 27.11.1951 after 

his third application. In 1942 his trade licence was withdrawn. In 1943 Rudolf Kronau escaped from 

South Tyrol. „From Rome Rudolf Kronau fled to the Vatican, where between July 1943 and May 1945 he  

volunteered to work in the Vatican Studios and to restore the frescos in the Stanze di Raffaello. Villa  

„Schlernstein“ in St. Konstantin, which partly belonged to his wife, had to be sold up in 1941 because of  

Rudolf  Kronau’s Jewish origins. The many petitions for compensation later undertaken by the family  

received  negative  replies.  Burdened  with  the  experience  of  escape  and  persecution  Rudolf  Kronau 

opened his  „Kunstsalon  Kronau“  after  the Second World  War  –  first  on a  smaller  scale  in  his  own 

appartment in  Turmgasse in Gries,  later  in  the building of  the State-run musical  conservatorium on 

Piazza Domenicani/Dominikanerplatz 17 after the former Dominican monastery had been restructured.  

Rudolf Kronau managed the shop together with his wife until he died in July 1969. After his death the  

shop was managed by his daughter, my mother Elisabeth (Lily) Kronau,” says Ursula Goldmann-Posch.19 

Rudolf Kronau’s expert knowledge and the expertise of his daughter were very well known and highly 

appreciated far beyond the border of the province.

- Samuel Landesmann was born to David Landesmann on 22.4.1904 in Strzyżów (Jiddish name: Strizev, 

German name: Strezow), a small town at the foothills of the Carpathian Mountains in South-East Poland. 

From 16.9.1936 to 1939 he sold products related to photography in Lauben 5, where he sold among 

other  things  appliances  of  the  enlargement  agency  Otto  Bründl  in  the  Taborstraße  in  Vienna.  On 

11.10.1939 the municipality of Bolzano found out that Samuel Landesman had moved to Trento. 

- On 21.8.1919 Alexander Langer opened his trade agency „Handelsagentur Gries“ located in Villa Gertrud 

in Gries. He also rented an office in Lauben 31, where he kept samples of his goods. Alexander Langer 

was born on 14.12.1867 in Olomouc (German name: Olmütz), was married to Ida Altar and lived in 

Bozen. On 24.8.1922 he died in Meran, where he was buried at the Jewish cemetery. His son Erwin 

Langer was born on 24.5.1895 in Vienna and has lived in the seventh district until 1917. Erwin Langer 

became  a  lawyer  and  settled  in  Merano  since  1924  after  his  marriage  with  Anna  Köppl-Langer. 

Alexander’s other son Arthur Langer, who was also born in Vienna, studied medicine. Erwin and Anna 

Langer escaped to Malcesine on 9.7.1940 according to the registration office of Merano. On 3 March 

19 Ursula Goldmann-Posch, 22.8.2013.



1944 they reached Switzerland. Arthur Langer found refuge with the help of the Kofler family, who kept 

a pharmacy in Sterzing/Vipiteno. Later Arthur Langer married Elisabeth Kofler.  Their eldest son was 

called Alexander Langer.

- Clara Hagmann-Levi produced leather objects in Via Latemar 1. Her products were sold by her husband 

Emanuel Levi, who was a member of the Jewish community of Merano. Her trade started on 1.7.1936 

was stopped on 31.10.1938.

- Schaje Pesach Liebermann kept the hat shop „Tip Top“ in Via Argentieri 20 since 2.4.1929. He often 

travelled between Bolzano and Trieste, where he sold fabrics. A year later Schaje Pesach Liebermann 

went abroad. In 1928 he had tried to sell oil heaters in Lauben 29. 

- Samuel Meisner, born on 1.3.1912 in Fulda, was a fur trader in Lauben 72 from 11.9.1936 to 25.4.1939. 

With his wife Marianne Rubin-Meissner, born on 24.01.1912 in Prague, and their children Ruth Melitta 

and Luciana Eva he lived in Via Ascianghi 5, today’s Mancistraße. In July 1940 the family was in Milan.

- The physician Benvenuto Olper, a member of the Jewish community of Merano, lived in Bolzano in 1933.

- Ezio Polacco was born to Vittorio and Eugenia Polacco on 1.5.1899 in Trieste. He was married to Carmen 

Ziffer and had a daughter, Lola Polacco. Ezio Polacco was the leading surgeon of the civilian hospital in 

Bolzano until he had to resign in 1938 after the publication of the “racial measures”. He managed to 

work as a physician in a private clinic. Ezio Polacco left with his family in the night of 9.9.1943, because 

he  had  been  warned  by  Friedl  Volgger,  one  of  the  leading  anti-Nazis  of  South  Tyrol,  of  the  great 

imminent danger of their lives. Friedl Volgger had met the family by chance in the evening of 8.9.1943 in 

the train from Ritten to Bozen.20

- Kurt Pollack was born to Eugen Pollack in Gliwice in Silesia, Poland, on 1.4.1897. Between 1.7.1934 and 

20.9.1939 he dealt with leather products in Via Rosmini / Rosministraße 12 and was commissioned by 

the company David Owitz in Berlin.

- Gustav Reiter was born to Jakob Reiter and Emilie Goldschmidt on 28.7.1875 in Linz, Upper Austria. His 

family had lived in Bolzano for a long time, both his parents being buried at the Jewish cemetery in 

Bolzano.  Gustav  Reiter  was  a  cereal  wholesale  trader  and  a  member  of  the  Jewish  community  in 

Merano.  In 1939, he lived in Corso Vittorio Emanuele III 5, today’s Bahnhofsstraße.  On 29.8.1939 his 

Italian citizenship was withdrawn. Gustav Reiter died on 5.9.1942 in Bolzano.

- Erich Rosenthal (born on 1.5.1892 in Berlin) and Kurt Rosenthal (born on 28.4.1905 in Weißwasser in der 

Oberlausitz (Běła Woda) in Saxony) were brothers and lived in Via Museo 11 in Bolzano. At the same 

address Kurt Rosenthal kept the shop „Laboratorio Oriente“ from 1.1.1937 to 31.12.1938.

- Moisé Luigi Rovighi, born in 1861 in Carpi, his son Sohn Augusto Rovighi, born on 24.1.1898 in Milan, 

Augusto’s wife Margherita Rizzi and their Luigi und Vittoria Rovighi lived in Via Orazio 28 according to 

the data collected in June 1942 by registration office in Bolzano. Moisé’s wife Eugenia Consolo-Rovighi 

died in 1934 and was buried at the Jewish cemetery in Bolzano. Since 1.2.1933 Augusto Rovighi traded 

with cooling, extinction and construction devices in Via Goethe / Goethestraße 22.

- Erwin Schwarz (born in 1880) and Oswald Schwarz (born on 27.06.1885 in Bozen) were the sons of 

Siegmund Schwarz and Camilla Braunschweig and lived in Via Argentieri 1, today’s Silbergasse in 1939. 

20 Friedl Volgger: Mit Südtirol am Scheideweg. Erlebte Geschichte. Innsbruck 1984, p. 87 f.



According to the registration office also in June 1942 Erwin Schwarz lived in Bolzano.

- Rudolf Stiassny was born on 27.12.1890 in Dambořice (German name: Damboritz) and traded ladies‘ 

fashion, tights and hosiery in Goethestraße 1 from 1.5.1909 onwards and from 1.3.1926 onwards in 

Lauben 70. Rudolf Stiassny was a member of the Jewish community of Merano and died in 1935.

- Josef Teller was born on 22.7.1881 in Dolní Dvořiště (German name: Unterhaid) in Bohemia and was a 

member  of  the  presidency  of  the  Jewish  community  of  Merano.  He  was  a  fond  supporter  of  the 

construction of the new Jewish cemetery in Bolzano. In the 1930s Josef Teller worked in his office in Via 

Vittorio Emanuele III  5, where he was the director of the Bolzano branch of the insurance company 

“Phönix”/“La Fenice”. On 22.9.1943 he managed to escape to Switzerland with Rodolfo Furcht.

- The tailor Johann Weinhold was born on 24.6.1880 in the Moravian area of Brantice (German name: 

Bransdorf). From 2.12.1918 to 1.7.1940 he had a tailor’s shop for men’s fashion in Via Museo 20.



B. Jewish victims of National Socialism in Bolzano

1. Adalgisa Ascoli: Via Cavallari 8 / Erbsengasse 8 (1939)

Adalgisa Ascoli was born to Clotilde Efrati and Leonardo Ascoli on 7.5.1887 in Rome and lived in Bolzano 

since 1928. She worked as a sales assistant and lived in the old town in Lauben 46/3.  In 1939, Adalgisa 

Ascoli lived in Via Cavallari 8. Adalgisa Ascoli was arrested on 17 September 1943 in Bolzano.  She was 

detained at  the  prison of  Bolzano  until  28.9.1943.  Adalgisa  Ascoli  was  deported on 28.9.1943.  Liliana 

Picciotto and Cinzia Villani assume that she was first brought to the concentration camp of Reichenau near 

Innsbruck und later to Auschwitz-Birkenau. According to other information Adalgisa Ascoli was deported to 

the concentration camp Flossenbürg. It is unknown whether Adalgisa Ascoli survived the journey, how long 

she survived the concentration camp and when and where she died.21

2. Ludwig Bondy: 

Via Rovereto 4 / Rovereto-Straße 4 (1939)

Ludwig Bondy was born to Josefine Allina and Karl Bondy on 6.4.1892 in 

Oberwagram in St. Pölten, Lower Austria. He lived in Bolzano since 1914. 

His last address was Via Rovereto 4. He was a member of the Jewish 

community in Merano and the owner of several real properties. 

On 4.3.1939 Ludwig Bondy signed his „declaration“. He left Bolzano on 

10.2.1940. On 7.9.1942 Ludwig Bondy was deported with Transport 29 

from the camp Drancy to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where he was killed in 

1942.22

3. Otto Bondy: Via Torino 50 / Turinstraße 50

Otto Bondy was born to Pauline Bock and Leopold Bondy on 9.3.1875 in the Bohemian town Miretice. The 

Bondy family already lived in Bozen long before the First World War. In April 1906 Otto’s brother Oskar 

Bondy,  born  in  1879,  had opened a  shop for  fur  and  leather  products  on  the  former  Piazza  Vittorio 

Emanuele 4, on Waltherplatz / Piazza Walther as of today. From 1921 to 1931 Otto Bondy was the owner of 

a garden market in Bolzano Quirino. He was married to Hermine Simon, who was born on 18.3.1871 in 

21 Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. Federico Steinhaus, Ebrei/Juden – Gli ebrei dell’Alto Adige negli anni trenta e 

quaranta, 1994: Elenco degli ebrei della Comunità di Merano deportati. Cinzia Villani, Zwischen Rassengesetzen und 

Deportation: Juden in Südtirol, im Trentino und in der Provinz Belluno 1933-1945, 2003. Liliana Picciotto, Il libro della 

memoria,  Mursia  2002.  I  nomi  della  Shoah  italiana,  CDEC.  The  Central  Database  of  Shoah  Victims'  Names,  Yad 

Vashem.  Archives  of  the  Jewish  community  in  Rome.  Horst  Schreiber,  Das  Arbeitserziehungslager  Reichenau. 

Documentation  Centre  of  Austrian  Resistance  (DÖW)  (ed.),  Widerstand  und  Verfolgung  in  Tirol  1934-1945.  Eine 

Dokumentation, Band 1, Wien, München, 1984.
22 Archives of the Jewish community in Vienna. Registration office,  Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. Archives  of 

the Jewish community in Merano/Meran. Cinzia Villani, Zwischen Rassengesetzen und Deportation: Juden in Südtirol, 

im Trentino und in der Provinz Belluno 1933-1945, 2003. The Central Database of Shoah Victims' Names, Yad Vashem. 

Le Memorial de la deportation des juifs de france, Beate et Serge Klarsfeld, Paris 1978.  The names of the Austrian 

Holocaust victims, Documentation Centre of Austrian Resistance (DÖW), Vienna, http://www.doew.at. Record of Jews 

living in St. Pölten in 1938 (findbuch.at). Memorbuch: Juden in St. Pölten. Holocaust Survivors and Victims Database, 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.  „List of the Jews living in the Province of Bolzano in  1938“, ACS Rome, 

1938/1939.



Közseg in western Hungary and died on 16.3.1931 in Bolzano. Otto Bondy left Bolzano on 10.2.1940 with 

his sister Erma Bondy. He died on 5.10.1942 in Chile.

4. Renzo, Lucia, Alberto, Germana and Olimpia Carpi: 

Via Leonardo Da Vinci 20/25 / Leonardo Da 

Vinci-Straße 20/25 (1943)

Renzo or Lorenzo Carpi was born to Argia Erminia  Vivanti-Carpi 

and Pilade Abram Samuel on 24.7.1887 in Mantova. On 5.4.1925 

he married Lucia Adele Allegra Rimini, who was born on 18.7.1900 

to Olimpia Cantoni and Cesare Rimini in Mantova.

The  family  first  lived  in  Innsbruck,  where  Alberto  was  born  on 

24.1.1926 and Germana on 26.5.1927. In 1933, the family moved 

to Bolzano and lived in Via Leonardo Da Vinci 20. Their apartment 

was on the first floor in the corner leading towards the Museum of 

Bolzano and Via Leonardo Da Vinci. In the rooms underneath the 

apartment  on 10.3.1934 Renzo Carpi  opened a shop for cereal, 

flour,  rice  and  so-called  “colonial  goods”  like  tea,  coffee  and 

tobacco.

On 9 September 1943 Renzo and his son Alberto were arrested in 

Bolzano and taken to the prison of Bolzano. They were detained 

until 28.9.1943. Lucia Carpi was arrested together with her daughters Germana and Olimpia at some point 

of time between 9.9. and 28.9.1943, probably shortly before 28.9.1943. Cinzia Villani assumes that the 

family  was  deported  on  28.9.1943,  first  to  the  concentration  camp  of  Reichenau.  According  to  the 

Documentation Centre  of  Austrian  Resistance (DÖW) Lucia  Carpi  was deported to  Auschwitz-Birkenau, 

where she was killed in 1944, as her nephew testified to Yad Vashem, Israel’s official memorial to the 

Jewish victims of the Holocaust. No information is available on the place and time of the death of Renzo, 

Alberto and Germana Carpi.  Olimpia Carpi was killed in Auschwitz-Birkenau.  Liliana Picciotto wrote in the 

commemoration book „Il libro della Memoria“ that Olimpia was murdered on 7.3.1944. On 3.4.1950 the 

court of Mantova declared Lucia Carpi to be dead due to her deportation on 31.10.1943.23

23 Registration  office,  municipality  of  Mantova.  Archives  of  the register  of  companies,  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 

Bolzano/Bozen. Guida Anagrafica e commerciale della citta di Bolzano, 1935. Telephone directory „Tre Venezie“ 1935. 

Letter  from  Renzo  Carpi  to  the  Consiglio  Provinciale  delle  Corporazioni,  15.7.1939,  Historical  Archives  of 

Bolzano/Bozen.  Sales contract no. 30/47  of  14.5.1947,  Office of the land register in Bolzano/Bozen. List  of „Jewish“ 

families in Bolzano, 1942, Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. Federico Steinhaus, Ebrei/Juden – Gli ebrei dell’Alto 

Adige negli anni trenta e quaranta, Firenze, 1994: Elenco degli ebrei della Comunità di Merano deportati, Sentenze 

della  Sezione Speciale  della  Corte  D’Assise  di  Bolzano  contro  criminali  nazisti  sudtirolesi.  Cinzia  Villani,  Zwischen 

Rassengesetzen und Deportation: Juden in Südtirol, im Trentino und in der Provinz Belluno 1933-1945, 2003. Liliana 

Picciotto, Il libro della memoria, Mursia 2002. I nomi della Shoah italiana, CDEC, http://www.nomidellashoah.it. The 

Central Database of Shoah Victims' Names, Yad Vashem, http://db.yadvashem.org/names. The names of the Austrian 

Holocaust victims, Documentation Centre of Austrian Resistance (DÖW), Vienna, http://www.doew.at. Archives of the 

Jewish community in Mantova.



5. Aldo Castelletti: Via Rosmini 20 / Rosmini-Straße 20 (1939)

Aldo  Salomone  Castelletti  was  born  to  Fanny  Cases  and  Gustavo  Moisè  Castelletti  on  24.11.1891  in 

Mantova. Fanny Cases was born on 12.12.1862 to Moisè Israel Alessandro Cases and Benedetta Fano, both 

parents were descendants of Jewish merchants’  families from Mantova.  On 28.11.1914 Aldo Castelletti 

married Bianca Angela Colorni.  Their son Carlo Alberto was born on 2.9.1915, Carla  on 20.7.1920 and 

Luciana  on  25.6.1923,  all  of  them  in  Mantova.  Bianca  Colorni  died  on  28.3.1928.  On  7.6.1930  Aldo 

Castelletti married again in Budapest.  His second wife, the soprano singer Ermelinda Barla, was born on 

13.1.1896 in Ascoli Piceno. Ermelinda Barla was better known under her stage name Linda Barla Ricci, 

which she kept from her first marriage to Renato Ricci. Her son, Francesco Ricci, born on 14.4.1921 in Ascoli 

Piceno, joined the resistance group „Stella Rossa Lupo“ on 2.4.1944, when he was 23 years old. „Stella 

Rossa Lupo“ was one of the most important Partisan groups in the province of Bologna and Francesco Ricci 

was one of its political leaders in the Apennines in Emilia Romagna and in Tuscany. On 10 October 1944 

Francesco Ricci was killed in Cadotto di San Martino by the SS committing the massacre of Marzabotto.

On  27.2.1939  the  Castelletti  family  moved to  Bolzano.  On  21.9.1943  Aldo  Castelletti  was  arrested  in 

Merano – Fondo in Val di Non is also mentioned as the place of his arrest. He was detained at the prison of 

Merano with his family until  23.10.1943. Apart from Aldo Castelletti all  family members were released, 

partly because they did not seem to correspond to the „racial” requirements, partly out of mistake. Carla 

and Luciana managed to reach Switzerland on 21.3.1944. Their brother Carlo Alberto Castelletti died in 

Mantova on 22.1.1943. Aldo Castelletti was probably deported to the concentration camp Reichenau and 

from there to Auschwitz-Birkenau. Liliana Picciotto and Cinzia Villani provide different information on the 

day of his arrest. It is doubted whether he was marked with a number in Auschwitz. No information could 

be found on the time of his death.24

6. Bernhard Czopp: Via Ca’ de’ Bezzi 10 / Batzenhäuslgasse 10

Bernhard Czopp was born to Fanny and Wolf Czopp on 18.8.1879 in L'viv (German name: Lemberg, Italian 

name: Leopoli), the major city of the historical region of Galicia, which today is in Ukraine. Bernhard Czopp 

was  a  veterinary  surgeon  and,  as  such,  responsible  for  the  area  of  Bozen  since  1907.  On  29.8.1939 

Bernhard Czopp lost his Italian citizenship. He was told several times to leave the province of Bolzano. 

According to Cinzia Villani Bernhard Czopp was arrested in December 1943 in the province of Vicenza. He 

was deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau. No information could be found on when and where he died. 25

24 Registration office,  municipality of Mantova. Historical  Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. Liliana Picciotto, Il  libro della 

memoria,  2002. Federico Steinhaus,  Ebrei/Juden – Gli  ebrei dell’Alto Adige negli  anni trenta e quaranta, 1994: La 

deportazione, elenco degli  ebrei della Comunità di Merano deportati. Cinzia Villani, Zwischen Rassengesetzen und 

Deportation:  Juden  in  Südtirol,  im  Trentino  und  in  der  Provinz  Belluno  1933-1945,  2003.  Commissione  per  la 

ricostruzione delle vicende che hanno caratterizzato in Italia le attività di acquisizione dei beni dei cittadini ebrei da 

parte di organismi pubblici e privati della Presidenza del Consiglio dei Ministri (Commissione Anselmi), Roma, Aprile 

2001:  Le Spoliazioni nella Zona d'Operazione Prealpi:  Bolzano, Trento e Belluno, 2001, p. 179. I nomi della Shoah 

italiana,  CDEC,  http://www.nomidellashoah.it.  Il  Museo  Virtuale  della  Certosa,  La  strage  di  Monte  Sole, 

http://certosa.cineca.it/montesole/partigiano.php?ID=479421.  Archives of  the  Jewish  community  of  Mantova. 

Archives of the Jewish community in Torino.
25 Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. Cinzia Villani, Zwischen Rassengesetzen und Deportation: Juden in Südtirol, im 

Trentino und in der Provinz Belluno 1933-1945, 2003. I nomi della Shoah italiana,  CDEC. The Central  Database of 

Shoah Victims‘ Names, Yad Vashem. Guida Anagrafica e commerciale della citta di Bolzano, 1935. Commissione per la 

ricostruzione delle vicende che hanno caratterizzato in Italia le attività di acquisizione dei beni dei cittadini ebrei da 

parte  di  organismi  pubblici  e  privati  della Presidenza del  Consiglio  dei  Ministri  (Commissione Anselmi),  Roma:  Le 

Spoliazioni nella Zona d'Operazione Prealpi: Bolzano, Trento e Belluno, April 2001, S. 193.



Shareholder of Schulze, Pollmann & Co., standing from 

the left: Rudolf Furcht, Josef Riz, Otto Reinstaller, Anton 

Koranda, sitting from the left: Paul Pollmann, Eugen 

Simon, Peter Dibiasi

7. Auguste Freund: Piazza delle Erbe 9 / Obstmarkt 9 (1939)

Auguste Freund was  born to Rosa Koralek  and Leopold Freund on 17.04.1882 in Prague.  She lived in 

Bolzano since 1920 and was a  member of  the Jewish community  in  Merano.  Since 1.3.1920 she sold 

glassware and ceramics on Obstmarkt 2, later on Obstmarkt 9. Her trade was registered in the new register 

of companies on 1.4.1925. On 31.7.1939 due to „racial measures“ – per „disposizioni razziali“, as Auguste 

Freund put it – she had to close her shop. In 1939 Auguste Freund lived in Via Mazzini 34 as tenant of 

Mr. Torggler. When the registration office of the municipality of Bolzano tasked a policeman to find out 

Auguste  Freund’s  current  place  of  residence  as  of  December  1939,  he  received  no  information  from 

Auguste’s neighbours. 

When and where Auguste Freund was arrested is still unknown. On 16.5.1944 she was deported from the 

concentration camp of Fossoli  to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where she was murdered on 23.5.1944 after her 

arrival. Her brother Viktor Freund was deported on 23.7.1942 from Prague to the concentration camp of 

Theresienstadt. From there on 4.8.1942 he was brought to the extermination camp in Maly Trostinez near 

Minsk, where he was killed.26

8. Gustav Furcht: Viale Venezia 11 / Venediger Straße 11 (1938)

Wilhelm Furcht was born on 25.10.1862 in the small Jewish community of Markvarec, which today is part 

of the town of Nová Cerekev. With his wife Hermine Skalla he moved to Linz, where in Bürgerstraße 7 he 

kept a shop for assorted goods including leather goods 

and toys. Wilhelm and Hermine Furcht had five sons, Karl 

(born  on  4.10.1898),  Fritz  (born  on  3.12.1899),  Rudolf 

(born on 29.11.1901), Gustav (born on 30.01.1903) and 

Walter (born on 22.4.1911). When the First World War 

broke out,  Karl and Fritz fought  with the troops of the 

Austro-Hungarian monarchy in the front line towards the 

South. While fighting in the trenches Fritz Furcht caught 

typhus and died in Trento on 31.5.1917 before being 18 

years  old.  He  was  buried  at  the  Jewish  cemetery  in 

Bolzano.  Karl  Furcht  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Italian 

troops during the last battles at the river Isonzo in 1917. 

He  was  detained  in  the province  of  Lucca,  where  Karl 

Furcht was forced to work on a farm. Being a prisoner in 

the  province  of  Lucca  in  the  company  of  very  friendly 

people was such a contrast to fighting in the front line 

that Karl Furcht discovered his love for Italy and decided 

26 Registration office of Prague, National Archives of the Czech Republic. Guida Anagrafica e commerciale della citta di 

Bolzano, 1935. Register of companies in Bolzano since 1927, Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. Registration office, 

Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. Archives of the Jewish community in Merano/Meran. Archives of the register of 

companies, Chamber of Commerce of Bolzano/Bozen. Cinzia Villani, Zwischen Rassengesetzen und Deportation: Juden 

in  Südtirol,  im  Trentino  und  in  der  Provinz  Belluno  1933-1945,  2003.  Liliana  Picciotto,  L’Alba  ci  colse  come  un 

tradimento. Gli ebrei nel campo di Fossoli,  1943-1944, Milan 2010. Liliana Picciotto, Il libro della memoria, 2002.  I 

nomi della Shoah italiana, CDEC, http://www.nomidellashoah.it. List of „Jews“ from „mixed families“ living in Bolzano, 

25.6.1942,  Historical  Archives  of  Bolzano/Bozen.  List  of  „Jewish“  families  in  Bolzano,  1942,  Historical  Archives  of 

Bolzano/Bozen. Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. List of “Jewish” inhabitants of Bolzano 1938/1939, „Elenco degli 

ebrei stranieri residenti nella provincia di Bolzano“, Archivio Centrale Dello Stato (ACS), Rome, PS A16 „Ebrei stranieri“, 

b. 9, fasc. 15.



to stay in this country after the war was over. He took the opportunity of working as a representative of an 

Austrian insurance company and tried to sell insurances to farmers in South Tyrol  in the 1920s, which 

turned out to be not that easy. In 1929 Karl Furcht married Elena De Carli from Bolzano in Innsbruck. On 

9.8.1929 their first and only child, Roberto, was born in Merano. The family lived in the former Via Principe 

di Piemonte 10, in Via della Mostra / Mustergasse as of today.

Karl’s brother Rudolf Furcht was among the founders of the piano factory Schulze & Pollmann established 

in Bolzano in 1928. Apart from being an important shareholder, Rudolf Furcht was the piano factory’s 

manager. Gustav Furcht, Karl’s third brother, also lived in Bolzano in the 1930s, but later moved to Paris 

with his wife. In November 1939 Rudolf, Karl, Elena and Roberto Furcht escaped to Milan. On 14.3.1942 the 

municipality  of  Milan  enquired,  whether  Roberto  Furcht  came from a so-called „mixed marriage“  and 

whether  there  were  any  hints  as  to  Roberto’s  „racial  belonging”.  The  municipality  of  Bolzano  replied 

negatively and confirmed that Roberto‘s father Karl Furcht had left Bolzano on 5.12.1939.  Rudolf Furcht 

managed to reach Switzerland on 22.9.1943. Karl and his family survived in Italy thanks to the support of 

courageous personalities which assisted in providing new identities.

Gustav Furcht was arrested in Perigueux (Dordogne) in November 1942 and brought to Paris, where he was 

detained in the Velodrome d’Hiver.  From there he was deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau.  After the war 

Roberto’s family was informed by a Russian survivor of Auschwitz that Gustav had died in the very last days 

before liberation. Roberto‘s grandparents were also killed in the Shoah. Wilhelm Furcht was knocked off 

the stairs in a coersive accommodation in Rembrandtstraße 24 in Vienna on 29.1.1939 and died. Hermine 

Furcht was deported to Riga on 11.1.1942.  In the course of the deportation from Vienna to Riga lasting 

eight days and due to the terrible living conditions in the ghetto of Riga Hermine Furcht had almost no 

chance to survive. On 9.5.1945 she was declared to be dead by the Viennese district court.27 

9. Samuel Elias Gostynski and Idessa Ajdla Gostynski, neé Tobias: 

Viale Roma 17 / Romstraße 17 (1939)

Samuel Elias Gostynski was born to Gelde Tyber and Hirsch Gostynski on 16.8.1880 in Lodz. He was married 

to Idessa Ajdla Tobias-Gostynski,  born on 15.11.1884 in Riva,  and worked as a sales representative.  In 

August 1938 Samuel and Idessa Gostynski fled to Bolzano, where they lived in Viale Roma 17. In 1939 they 

had to leave Bolzano due to their  Polish citizenship. Samuel and Idessa Gostynski  were deported from 

Mecheln/Malines in Belgium to Auschwitz-Birkenau with Transport 17 on 31.10.1942. They were murdered 

in Auschwitz-Birkenau.28

10. Manfred Kayser: Via Ascianghi 2 / Mancistraße 2 (1939)

Manfred Kayser  was born  to  Henriette  Schloss  and Salomon Kayser  on 5.4.1878 in  Hamburg.  He was 

married to Rosalie Wenk and father of Robert Wolf Kayser. Manfred Kayser was a merchant and worked in 

Frankfurt until his family had to leave. Since 1938 the Kayser family lived in Via Ascianghi 2 in Bolzano, in 

27 Gerhard Ungar, Diana Schulle: Die Deportationen aus Wien. In: Buch der Erinnerung. Die ins Baltikum deportierten 

deutschen, österreichischen und tschechoslowakischen Juden. Bearbeitet von Wolfgang Scheffler und Diana Schulle. 

Volume 1. Munich 2003, p. 393.
28 List of the „Jewish“ inhabitants of Bolzano/Bozen 1938/1939, „Elenco degli ebrei stranieri residenti nella provincia di 

Bolzano“,  Archivio  Centrale  Dello  Stato  (ACS),  Rome,  PS  A16  „Ebrei  stranieri“,  b.  9,  fasc.  15. 

http://db.yadvashem.org/names/nameDetails.html?itemId=7847213&language=en, http://db.yadvashem.org/names/ 

nameDetails.html?itemId=7862482&language=en,  List  of  the  „Jewish“  inhabitants  of  Bolzano/Bozen  1938/1939, 

„Elenco degli ebrei stranieri residenti nella provincia di Bolzano“, Archivio Centrale Dello Stato (ACS), Rome, PS A16 

„Ebrei stranieri“, b. 9, fasc. 15.



Wilhelm Alexander Löw

today’s  Via  Manci  /  Mancistraße.  Because  they  were  German  citizens,  they  were  forced to  leave  the 

province of Bolzano in the summer of 1939. On 17 December 1945 Manfred Kayser died in Shanghai.29

11. Charlotte und Felicitas Landau: 

Via Leonardo Da Vinci 8 / Leonardo Da Vinci-Straße 8 (1939)

Charlotte Neuwohner was born to Isaac Emanuel Neuwohner and Fanny Balaban on 18.2.1885 in L'viv 

(German name: Lemberg, Italian name: Leopoli) in Galicia. She married Josef Landau, who was born to 

Chaim Aron Landau on 24.09.1882 in Kamionka (German name: Glashagen), a small community in western 

Pomerania. On 15.2.1913 their daughter Felicitas Feiga Landau was born in Lemberg.  The Landau family 

lived in Bolzano since 1924. On 20.6.1925 Josef Landau started to offer services related to photography in 

the former Meranerstraße 156 in Gries, but resigned only a few years later. In the 1930s, the family lived in 

Via Leonardo Da Vinci 8. On 6.9.1939 Charlotte and Felicitas Landau were sentenced to ten days of arrest 

and a fine of 100 Lire because of they had submitted their „declaration of racial belonging” with delay. On 

22.7.1940 Charlotte Landau was interned in Lanciano in the province of Chieti, where she was still in June 

1942 together with her daughter Felicitas. According to Anna Pizzuti Felicitas and Charlotte Landau were 

interned in Sforzacosta in the province of Macerata on 8.10.1943. On 24.11.1943 they were brought to 

Pollenza in the province of Macerata, where they were arrested by the SS on 30.11.1943. Felicitas and 

Charlotte  Landau were first  detained at  the prison of Macerata and from March 1944 onwards in  the 

concentration camp in Fossoli. On 5.4.1944 Felicitas and Charlotte Landau were deported to Auschwitz-

Birkenau,  where  they  are  supposed  to  have  arrived  on  10.4.1944.  It  is 

unknown when and where they died.30

12. Wilhelm Alexander Loew: 

Addresse of his office in 1943: 

Piazza delle Erbe 7 / Obstmarkt 7 

Wilhelm Alexander Loew was born to Philippine Kohn and Max Anton Loew on 

9.6.1873  in  Vienna.  Philippine  Kohn  came  from  the  Hungarian  town  of 

Liptószentmiklós, which today is in the Slovak Republic and carries the Slovak 

name Liptovský Mikuláš. Max Loew was a lawyer from Moravia and his office 

was located at the most elegant address in Vienna. Among his clients was the 

representative of the Holy See in Vienna. The professional commitment was 

the reason why Max Loew kept travelling to Rome. In 1887 Wilhelm Alexander 

Loew converted to Catholicism at the age of 14. Philippine Kohn died in New 

York on 1.6.1890.

Wilhelm Alexander Loew studied law at the University of Vienna and eventually  took over his  father’s 

office.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  First  World  War  Wilhelm  Alexander  Loew  volunteered for  the  Austro-

Hungarian army. He was stationed in Trentino. The armistice negotiations which finally  ended the war 

29 Holocaust Survivors and Victims Database, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: http://www.ushmm.org/ 

online/hsv/person_view.php?PersonId=1328728 (Aufbau German language publications of the 1940s).
30 List of „Jewish“ families in Bolzano, 1942, „Dichiarazioni di appartenenza alla razza ebraica – procedimenti penali“, 

3.6.1941, Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. Anna Pizzuti: Ebrei stranieri internati in Italia durante il periodo bellico, 

www.annapizzuti.it. Liliana Picciotto, Il libro della memoria, 2002. List of the „Jewish“ inhabitants of Bolzano/Bozen 

1938/1939,  „Elenco degli  ebrei  stranieri  residenti  nella provincia  di  Bolzano“,  Archivio  Centrale Dello  Stato (ACS), 

Rome, PS A16 „Ebrei stranieri“, b. 9, fasc. 15. I nomi della shoah, CDEC. Central Database of Shoah Victims' Names, Yad 

Vashem. Archives of the register of companies, Chamber of Commerce of Bolzano/Bozen.



surprised Wilhelm Alexander Loew in the village of  Sopramonte near  Trento.  Doctor Cadonna’s  family 

kindly offered refuge to the soldier chased by the Italian troops. Falling in love with Beatrice Cadonna, 

doctor Cadonna’s daughter, Wilhelm Alexander Loew decided not to return to Vienna, but to stay in South 

Tyrol, where the family first lived in Caldaro/Kaltern and from 1928 onwards in Bolzano. 

On 16 February  1944 the  SS  came to  Wilhelm Alexander  Loew’s  appartment  in  Corso Liberta  36 and 

accused him of an incomprehensible crime, which was the pretext for dragging him to the headquarters of 

the Gestapo and for mistreating him during the car journey. Wilhelm Alexander Loew was detained in the 

concentration camp established in Bozen, where he was mistreated and terrified every day in the most 

inhuman,  cruel  and  appalling  way  by  the  guard  of  the  “Sicherheitsdienst”  Josef  Mittermair  from 

Deutschnofen  just  to  mention  one  of  the  perpetrators.  On  24.10.1944  Wilhelm  Alexander  Loew  was 

deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau. According to the commemoration book „Il libro della Memoria“ by Liliana 

Picciotto he received the number 199872. It is unknown when Wilhelm Alexander Loew was murdered. 

Historians say that it was after 9.11.1944.31

13. Werner Lewin: Via Conciapelli 19 / Gerbergasse 19 (1939)

Werner Lewin was born to Hermann Lewin on 18.1.1913 in Berlin. He was a musician and lived in Berlin. 

From 1937 onwards he lived in Italy, presumably since then in Bolzano, where Werner Lewin stayed on the 

second floor of the house in Via Conciapelli 19. In the summer of 1939 Werner Lewin was forced to leave 

the province of Bolzano because of his German citizenship. He fled to the Netherlands, from where he was 

deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau. Werner Lewin was killed in Auschwitz-Birkenau on 30.9.1942 according to 

the Dutch War Victims Authority. According George Mandel Mantello, who worked for the consulate of El 

Salvador in Geneva, Werner Lewin had tried to obtain the citizenship of El Salvador on 30.11.1943, after 

being detained in several concentration camps.32

14. Alexander, Rosalie and Paul Popper: 

Via Leonardo Da Vinci 20/24 / Leonardo Da Vinci-Straße 20/24 (1939)

Alexander  Popper  was  born to  Hermann Popper  and Julia  Koref  on  3.2.1877  in  Holíč (German name: 

Holitsch or  Weißkirchen) in today’s Slovak Republic.  Alexander Popper was a merchant and lived in the 

Große Stadtgutgasse 34 in Vienna. On 20.3.1906 he married Rosalie Deuches, born on 11.3.1884 in Vienna. 

Their son Paul Popper was born on 11.6.1907, Johann Popper on 8.5.1911. The family fled from Vienna on 

2 August 1938 and came to Bolzano.  On 3.3.1939 Alexander Popper submitted his „declaration of racial 

31 Historical Archives of the city of Vienna.  Archives of the Jewish community of Vienna.  Telephone directory „Tre 

Venezie“ 1935. „Neue Freie Presse“, 5.7.1890. „Dolomiten“, 13.2.1932. Undated letter written by Wilhelm Alexander 

Loew to Beatrice Loew-Cadonna, letter written by Wilhelm Alexander Loew to Beatrice Loew-Cadonna on 14.9.1944. 

Cinzia Villani, Zwischen Rassengesetzen und Deportation: Juden in Südtirol, im Trentino und in der Provinz Belluno 

1933-1945, 2003. Dario Venegoni: Uomini, donne e bambini nel lager di Bolzano. Una tragedia italiana in 7982 storie 

individuali, 2004. Liliana Picciotto, Il libro della memoria, 2002. Commissione per la ricostruzione delle vicende che 

hanno caratterizzato in Italia le attività di acquisizione dei beni dei cittadini ebrei da parte di organismi pubblici e 

privati: Le Spoliazioni nella Zona d’Operazione Prealpi Bolzano, Trento e Belluno, in: Rapporto Generale 2001, S. 190.
32 Central Database of Shoah Victims' Names, Yad Vashem: 

http://db.yadvashem.org/names/nameDetails.html?itemId=3925804&language=en

http://db.yadvashem.org/names/nameDetails.html?itemId=4266703&language=en

http://db.yadvashem.org/names/nameDetails.html?itemId=4116396&language=en

Gedenkbuch  -  Opfer  der  Verfolgung  der  Juden  unter  der  nationalsozialistischen  Gewaltherrschaft  in  Deutschland 

1933-1945, Bundesarchiv (German National Archives),  Koblenz 1986.  Gedenkbuch Berlins der jüdischen Opfer  des 

Nationalsozialismus,  Freie Universität Berlin,  Zentralinstitut für sozialwissenschaftliche Forschung, Edition Hentrich, 

Berlin  1995.  Holocaust  Survivors  and  Victims  Database,  United  States  Holocaust  Memorial  Museum: 

http://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/person_view.php?PersonId=4496199.



belonging“.  In the summer of 1939 the family was expelled from the province of Bolzano because of not 

being Italian citizens. They came to Nice, where they stayed in 6, rue Bonaparte. Johann or Jean Popper was 

the only member of the family who managed to escape the deportation to Drancy and to Auschwitz-

Birkenau.  Rosalie  Popper  was  deported  with  Transport  28  on  4.9.1942  and  most  probably  killed  on 

9.9.1942. According to the Page of Testimony submitted by Jean Popper to  Yad Vashem in 1978  Rosalie 

Popper was deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau on 26.8.1942. Alexander Popper was deported to Auschwitz-

Birkenau on 10.2.1944 with Transport 68 and killed 15.2.1944.  Paul Popper was deported to Auschwitz-

Birkenau with Transport 69 on 7.3.1944 and killed on 12.3.1944.33

15. Adolf Schwarz: Albergo Posta Europa, 

Via Leonardo Da Vinci 1 / Leonardo da Vinci-Straße 1 (1939)

Adolf Schwarz was born to Julia Stern and Isidor Schwarz on 4.7.1871 in Stadtschlaining (Hungarian name: 

Varosszalonak)  in  Burgenland,  Austria.  He  might  have  been  a  relative  of  the  Schwarz  family,  famous 

entrepreneurs in Bolzano/Bozen. In 1933 he stayed at Haus Waldenburg in Meran in today’s Via Schaffer 

/Schafferstraße and thus at the same house like Arnold Schwarz, President of the “Asylum for destitute sick 

Jews” until his death in 1935. Before that Adolf Schwarz lived in Budapest, in Bolzano and in Trentino.  In 

Merano he worked as a bank clerk. Adolf Schwarz was a member of the Jewish community of Merano.

According  to  Cinzia  Villani  the  place  of  Adolf  Schwarz’  arrest  is  unknown,  but  it  might  have  been  in 

Trentino.  On  20.4.1944  he  was  taken  to  the  prison  of  Trento.  On  31.5.1944  he  was  brought  to  the 

concentration camp of Fossoli. On 1.8.1944 Adolf  Schwarz was brought to Verona, from where he was 

deported with the last train from Fossoli to Auschwitz-Birkenau on 2.8.1944. He arrived on 6.8.1944 and 

was killed upon his arrival. According to CDEC Adolf Schwarz was deported to Bergen Belsen, where he was 

murdered. Information provided by the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington also 

refer to the concentration camp Bergen Belsen.34

16. Ada Tedesco: Via Portici 30 / Lauben 30 (1939)

33 List of the „Jewish“ inhabitants of Bolzano/Bozen 1938/1939, „Elenco degli ebrei stranieri residenti nella provincia di 

Bolzano“, Archivio Centrale Dello Stato (ACS), Rome, PS A16 „Ebrei stranieri“, b.  9, fasc.  15. Historical  Archives of 

Bolzano/Bozen. The names of the Austrian Holocaust victims, Documentation Centre of Austrian Resistance (DÖW), 

Vienna, http://www.doew.at. Le Memorial de la deportation des juifs de france, Beate et Serge Klarsfeld, Paris 1978.

http://db.yadvashem.org/names/nameDetails.html?itemId=4964181&language=en

http://db.yadvashem.org/names/nameDetails.html?itemId=3209644&language=en
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Holocaust Survivors and Victims Database, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum:

http://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/person_view.php?PersonId=5226968

http://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/person_view.php?PersonId=5358006

Holocaust Survivors and Victims Database, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: 

http://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/person_view.php?PersonId=3103401

http://www.ushmm.org/online/hsv/person_view.php?PersonId=1329321

The Central Database of Shoah Victims' Names, Yad Vashem:

http://db.yadvashem.org/names/nameDetails.html?itemId=6482411&language=en

Archives of the register of companies, Chamber of Commerce of Bolzano/Bozen.
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della Shoah italiana, CDEC. The Central Database of Shoah Victims Names, Yad Vashem. List of murdered Jews from 

Hungary, Holocaust Documentation Center and Memorial Collection Public Foundation, Budapest. Holocaust Survivors 

and  Victims  Database,  United  States  Holocaust  Memorial  Museum  (Registry  of  Names  of  the  Bergen-Belsen 

Concentration Camp Prisoners). Archives of the register of companies, Chamber of Commerce of Bolzano/Bozen.



Ada Tedesco was born to Enrichetta Leoni and Moisé Tedesco on 21.9.1881 in Verona. She lived in Bolzano 

at least in the years 1942 and 1943. On 23.9.1943 Ada Tedesco was arrested in Bolzano and taken tot he 

prison of  Bolzano.  According  to  Cinzia  Villani  she was brought  to  the  prison of  Bressanone/Brixen on 

25.6.1944. On 29.8.1944 she was handed over to the Gestapo in Innsbruck. Ada Tedesco was probably 

detained at the concentration camp of Reichenau. Federico Steinhaus observes that she was deported to 

Auschwitz-Birkenau and killed upon her arrival at Auschwitz.35

17. Josef Weinstein: Via Principe di Piemonte 17 / Mustergasse 17 (1939)

Josef Weinstein was born to Josefine and Moritz Weinstein on 20.6.1876 in Bánov nahe Uherský Brod 

(German name: Ungarisch Brod) near today’s border between the Czech and the Slovak Republic. At the 

age of 20 Josef Weinstein settled in Trento in 1896 and had the licence for trading with manufactured 

goods. He first worked with Guido Moncher, who in 1903 had opened “Al Buon Mercato” in Via Mantova, 

one of the first department stores in Trentino. Around 1905/1906 Josef Weinstein married Ellen Brauner, 

sister  of  the so-called „Kurarzt“,  which  was the official  name of  physicians  at  a  health resort,  Ludwig 

Brauner. Josef and Ellen Weinstein lived in Trento until April 1919, later in Merano and after the death of 

his  wife  on  2.10.1931  at  his  son’s  address  in  Via  Principe  di  Piemonte  17,  today’s  Mustergasse.  Leo 

Weinstein was born on 25.10.1907 in Trento, studied medicine at the University of Bologna, first worked in 

Merano and later in  Bolzano, where Josef Weinstein’s  daughters lived as  well,  namely the tailor Hilda 

Weinstein, born on 2.8.1912 in Trento, and Lisbeth Weinstein, born on 21.9.1917 in Trento. 

In Merano and Bolzano Josef Weinstein had dealt with manufactured goods and knitwaer. On 14.11.1938 

he lost his licence. In October 1938 Leo Weinstein moved to Varese and in September 1939 to Bolzano. In 

February  1941  a  detailled  correspondence  evolved  around  Leo  Weinstein’s  citizenship  between  the 

municipalities of Bolzano, Merano, Varese and Milan. The result was that Leo Weinstein was confirmed 

never to have had the Italian citizenship.  At that  time Leo Weinstein was in  Milan.  In 1939 also Josef 

Weinstein fled to Milan, according to the information from the registration office. He was arrested in Torre 

Boldone near Bergamo. From Milan Josef Weinstein was deported to the concentration camp established 

in Bozen. On 24 October 1944 he was deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where he was murdered after his 

arrivalon 28.10.1944.

On  4.6.1945  Hilde  Weinstein  wrote  a  letter  to  the  mayor  of  Bolzano  Luciano  Bonvicini  in  which  she 

explained what had happened to her family. In July 1943 the family fled from Bolzano. Their apartment and 

Hilda’s tailor workshop were sealed. Furniture, sewing machines and the tailor’s were stolen. In May 1944 

the apartment  and the workshop were heavily  damaged by the bomb attacks and after that the little 

remaining furbishing was also stolen. During the following months Hilda Weinstein moved from hideout to 

hideout and was in permanent danger of being arrested. Hilda Weinstein confirmed that her father had 

been arrested in Bergamo and had been deported to several concentration camps. She finally asked the 

mayor if he could help her with provisional lodging in Bolzano.36

35 List of „Jewish“ families in Bolzano, 1942, Historical Archives of Bolzano/Bozen. Federico Steinhaus, Ebrei/Juden – 

Gli  ebrei dell’Alto Adige negli  anni trenta e quaranta, 1994: La deportazione, elenco degli ebrei della Comunità di 

Merano deportati. Cinzia Villani, Zwischen Rassengesetzen und Deportation: Juden in Südtirol, im Trentino und in der 

Provinz Belluno 1933-1945, 2003. Liliana Picciotto, Il  libro della memoria,  2002. I nomi della Shoah italiana, CDEC, 

http://www.nomidellashoah.it.  The  names  of  the  Austrian  Holocaust  victims,  Documentation  Centre  of  Austrian 

Resistance (DÖW), Vienna. Holocaust Survivors and Victims Database, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.
36 Letter  of  Hilde  Weinstein  to  Luciano  Bonvicini,  4.6.1945,  Historical  Archives  of  Bolzano/Bozen.  Letter  of  Josef 

Weinstein to the municipality of Trento, June 1920, Archivio Storico di Trento. List of „Jewish“ families in Bolzano, 

1942, Historical  Archives of Bolzano/Bozen.  List  of the „Jewish“ inhabitants of  Bolzano/Bozen 1938/1939,  „Elenco 

degli ebrei stranieri  residenti nella provincia di Bolzano“, Archivio Centrale Dello Stato (ACS), Rome, PS A16 „Ebrei 
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